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: = Written by thefRight:Houdurable "6 | 
PDWwARD (FallbFiCLAKRE'NDON, 
| hate Lord High Chancellour of Z£ NG LAND: 
One to Elis Rayal Ons” the Duke of YOR 

> ...a, The ofher ro he DU TC H ES Sofia fryt th 
Occafioned by Her embracing the Roman Catholick Religion. 
LH: OAH | 
REI | 
Hayc n& pre Oe cho, our Royal Preſence ſince have 


cen marked with the Brand of Bank Pp" 6 d I would ſtil | wht ſie ſamE 
£Aawe forbear this Prcſumprion , if Fdſthor believe my (fond ÞY alt the 


uainted with the preſumption and impudence of the Times, in raifing falſe and ſcan- 
Altoas reptoaches upoh Innocent ahi + Worthy Perfbns of all Qualities and Degrees, 
ro give credit to thoſe bold Whiſpers' which have been roo long ſcattered abroad 
concern'ng your Wives being ſhaken in he: Religion : But when thoſe:whiſpers break” 
out into noife, and publick Perfons' begin ro report that the Dxrcheſs is become a' 
Roman C atholick :* When Lheard thatriany Worthy Perſons of unqueſtionable Dev o-/ 
cion'to your RB are not without"fone fear and apprehenſion of 1t3'and many Re- 
fleftions are-niade from: thence ro' the* _ of yorir Royal Perſon; and even of 
the Kings Majeſties;; I hope ir may not thisbecome me, at whar cittance foever, to' 
caſt 'my 1elf ar your Feer, and beſeech'you to. look ro this matter 11 time, and ro 
apply fome Antidote ro expel the Poiſon of It. Ir is nor poſſible your R' H. can be 
without Zeal, ard Intire Devotiofn' for that Church, for the Purity and*Freſer- 
vation whereof your Bletied Father made himſelf a Sacrifice ; and tro the Reftoration 
whereof You have contributed ſo much your ſelf, and which highly defer: es the 
Kings Protection an yours, ſince there can be no poflible defection in the hearrs 
of the People, whilſt due Reverence 1s made to the Chureh. Your Wife is ſo gene- 
rally believed ro have ſo perfect Duty, and Intire Reſignation to the Will of your H. 
that any defection in Her from her Religion, ' will be impured to want of circumſpe- 
&tion in You, and nor uſing vour Authority ; or ro your cornivance. I need not tell 
the ill conſequence that ſuch a mutarion would be atrended with, in reference to 
your R. H. and even to the King himſelf, whoſe greateft ſecurity (under God,) is 
in the affeftion and Duty of his Proteſtant Subjets. Your R. H. well knows 'how 
far I have always been from wifhing that the Romen Carholicks ſhould be profecuted 
with ſeverity ; bur I lefs wiſh ic fhould ever be in their power to be able ro profecute 
thoſe who ditfer from them, ſince we well know how little n.oderation they would 
or could uſe. 3+ 
And if this which People ſo much talk of, (1 hope without ground;) ſhowld fall 
our, it might very probably raiſe a greater ſtorm againſt the Roman Carholicks in ge- 
neral, than modeſt Men can wiſh; fince after ſuch a breach, any Jealouſhe of rheir 
preſumprion would feern reaſonable. I have written to the Dutcheſs with the freedom 
and affection of a troubled and perplexr Father. I do moſt humbly beſeech your R H. 
by your Authority to reſcue Her from bringing a Miſchief upon You and her ſelf, chac 
never can be repaired; and to think ir worthy Your Wiſdom to remove and diſpel! 
thoft reproaches (how falſe ſoever,) by berter Evidence then Contempr, and hope 
You do believe that no ſeverity I have or can undergo, ſhall in any degree leſſen or 
diminiſh my moſt profound Duty to His Majeſty or Your R. H. bur that I do with all 
imaginable Obedience ſubmit to Your good Pleaſure in all things ; 
' _ »» God Preſerve Your R. H. and keep me in your favonr, 
| Sr, | 
Torr R. H, mo#F Humble and-Obedient Servant, 

CLARENDON. 


obligations of Dury to make this Addreſs ro You. I have been roo much ac- 
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Ou have muchreaſon to believe thar Lhaye ho [mind to trouble you, ,or diſj lea(e' 
KL you,eſpecially in an argument that,is ſo. unpleaſant,and grieyous to my {:if;ba as, 
no diſtauce of place, that is berween us;; in reſpect; ohour ;Refidenge,, arthe greater - 
diſtance in reſpect of the high congirion you axe in,..can, make, me lels,your Father, .or 
abſolve me from performing thoſe obligayians which. thar Relation requires tram, me-: 
So when receive any Credible advertiſement of what refleqts upon You, in, pqiar, of 
Honour, Conſcience, or Diſcretion, I ought, nor. to amit, the informing. You. ofity 
or adminiftring ſuch advice to You, as to.m underſtanding ſeems. reaſonable ,. and, 
which I muſt ſtill hope will have ſome Credit with You: I will contcls, ro. You, that, 
what You wrote tome many Months fince, io thoſe Reproaches which 1 told You. 


were generally reported concerning Your defection in Religion,gave me ſo. much ſarls-, 
faction, that | believed them toproceed from that ill Spiric of the Time thar delighrsin 
Slanders and Calumny ; but I muſt tell You, the ſame, Report increaſes of late Very, 
much, and 1 my felt {aw a Letter the laſt week from Paris, from a perfoa who fajd 
the Engliſb Embaſlador afſured him the day before, that the Dutcheſs was become a 
Roman Catholick z and which makes greater Impreſſion upon me, 1 am aſſured that 
many good men in England, who have great Aﬀection for You and me, and who 
have thought nothing more impoſſible, then that there ſhould be ſuch a Change in 
You, are at preſent under much affliction, wirh the obſervation of a great Change in 
Your courſe, of Life and that conſtant Exercife of that Devotion which was ſo noto-. 
rious ; anddo apprehend from Your frequent Diſcourſes, that you have not the {ame 
Reverence and Veneration, which You ulc to have, for the Church of Eng/a:zd, the 
Church in which you were Baptized, and the Church the beſt Conſticured, and che 
moſt free from Errors of any Chriſtian Church this day in the World ; and that ſome 
perſons by their Inſinuations have prevailed with You to havea better Op .nion of thac 
which is moſt oppoſite to it, the Church of. Reme, then the Integrity thereaf de- 
ſerves. Ir isnot yet in my power to believe that Your wit and underſtanding (-wich 
Gods bleffing upon both) can ſuffer you to be ſhaken further then with Melancholick 
reflections upon the Iniquity and wickedneſs of the Age we hve in, which diſcredits all 
Religion, and which-with equal licenſe breaks into theProfetlors of all, and prevails 
upon the members of all Churches, and whoſe Manners wall have. no b:nctit from the 
Faith of aay Church. , "8 KR 0 | 
Ipreſume You do got intangle Your ſelf in the particular Controverſics between the 
Romanilts and us,, or.think Your felfa Competent Judge of all diflicultics wliich occur 
therein; and therefore it muſt be ſome fallacious argument of Antiquity aud Univer- 
fality confidently urged by men who know leſs then-many of thoſe You are acquainted 
with, andoughtlefs to be believed by You, that can raiſe any doubts or ſcruples in 
You ; and if You will witt equal r-mper hear thoſe who are well able to inform You 


in all ſuch particulars; itis not. poſlible for You to ſugk in that poiſon which can only 
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corrupt ang prevail over You, by ſtopping Your own Ears and ſhutting Your own Eyes, 


Thexe-arg but two perſons in the World who have Ereater Auchorſty'Pith You then I 


can; pretepd.to, andatn ſure they borh ſutfer more. in this 


true. Church » is both: irrational and, untrue; Ahe4s Are man Chutches in which Sal- 
vation-may. be attained as well as in any one of them: And were many even in the 


Apoſtles time, otherewiſe tney Poul not hayeirefted their Epiſtles ro ſo many ſeveral 


raught.; There, is indeed bur one Fajth in which we can be ſaved, the' ſtedfaſt belief of 
theButh, Paſſion and Reſurrecticn of vur Saviour ; and every Church that receives 
and.imbraces that Faith isin a ſtate of Salvation ; ,if the Apoktles Preacht rrue Doctine, 
the reception and retention of many Errors, docs not deſtroy rhe Effence of a Church'# 
if it did, the Church of &Xexze would be in as ilh if not ina worſe Condition, then moſt! 
other-Chiſtian ChurcKes, becauſe its Errors aut of a greater magnitude, and more 
deſtxuftivero Religion, Let nor the Canting Diſcourſe of the Unit erfality and exrene 


_ ofith2gGhuzch, which.has as. little of Truth as the reſt, prevail over You; they who 


will imatate- the greateſt part of the World, muſt rin Heathens,” for iris generally 
believed that above half the World is pollclled by theta, and that the Mabnmerys 
polleſs more then half the remainder : There is* as little queſtion rthar of the rett which 
1s\inhaþjted by:Chriſtians, one part of four is, nat of the Communion of the Church of 
Rowe and God knows; in that: very Communion there is as great diſcord in Opinion, 
and.invmatrers.of as great; moment, asis between the ocher Chriſtians. * | 
! hear you do in publick diſcourſes diſlike ſome things in the Church of England, as 
the-Marriage of the Clexgy. which is a point that no Xoman Carholick will pretend to 
be of the kfience of Religion, and is in_uſe in many places which axe of the Commu- 
nion of, the Charch of Kewe. ; as in Zohemia, and thoſe pores of the Greek Church which 
ſubmit tothe Koman:, And all men know, that in the late Council of Trenr, the Sacra- 
ment of both kinds, and liberty. of the Clergy to. marry, was very paſſionately preſ&d: 
both by the Emperor and King of Frazce, for their Dominions ; and it was afterwards 


granted to Germany, though under ſuch conditions as made it inetfeCtual : which how- 


ever ſhews that it' was, not, nor ever can be look'd upon as matter of Religion. 
Chriſtianity was many. hundred years old, before ſuch a reſtraint was ever heard of 
in the Church ; and when it was endeavoured, it met with great oppoſition, and was 
never ſubmitted to. And as the: puſitive Inhibition ſeems abſolutely unlawful, to the 
Inconveniences which reſult from thence, will uport a juſt diſquifition be found ſupe- 
riour to thoſe which attend the liberty, which Chriſtian Religion permits. Tho'(e Ar- 
guments which are not ſtrong enough ro draw perfons from the Koman Communion, 
into that of the Church of England, when Cuftom and Education, and a long ftupid re- 
fignation of all their faculties ro their Teachers; uſually fhurs our all Reaſon ro the 
contrary, may yet be abundant to retain thoſe who have been Baptized, and Bred 
and Inſtrufted in the Grounds and Principles of that Religion, which are in truth not 
only founded upon the clear Authority of the Scriptures, bur upon the conſent of 
Antiquity, and the Practice of the Primitive Church ; and men who look into Anti- 
quity, know well by what Corruption and Violence, and with what conſtant and con- 
tinual Oppoſition thoſe Opinions which are contrary to ours, crept into the World ; 
and how unwarrantably the Authority of the Biſhop of Rome, which alone ſupports all 
the reſt, came to prevail, who hath no more pretence of Authority and Power in Eng- 
land, than the Biſhop of Paris or Tole4o can as realonably lay claim to; and is fo far 
from being matter of Catholick Religion, that the Pope hath ſo much, and no more to 
do in Fraxce or Spain, or any other Catholick Domiaton, then the Crown, and Laws 
and Conſtitutions of ſeveral Kingdoms gave him leave; which makes him fo little , (if 
atall,) conſidered in France, and fo much in Spain: And therefore the Eugli/h Carho- 


licks which attribute ſo much to him, make chemliclyes very wnwarrantably of ano- 
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ther Religion pþay,;the -Carholict; Church profeſſerh ; and without, doubr they who 
deſert the, Chureb, af roy or wt which they are Members, arid become thereby dif-- 
obedient to the Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Laws of their Copitry, and therein renounce 
their fubjettiqn 10, the State, as well as.ro the Church, (which are grievoits fins) 
had need, have a CY T excuſe then the "meeting with ſome doubts which' rhey* could! 
not anlwer,;z aud £18 then a n:anifeſt evidence that theix Salyation is deſperate it ett 
Communiong cannar, leryc their tyiry : And they who imagine they have ſichiard 
evidence, OugNE rather to ſuſpe&tthat their Underſtanding hath forſaken them, and that? 
they are MAN NA then that the Church which is repleniſhed with all Letitnivp 
and Fiety xequilire, can Þctray them to, Perdition. T'beſtech youto confider} '(wrieh' 
I hope will over-ryle thoſe ordipary Doubts and Objettipns which may be infus into 
vou ) thatif you change your Religion, you, renounce all' Obedience and' Aﬀettion to/ 
your Father, whg:loyes you ſo _reuderly, that ſuch an"odions mutation would break: 
his heart 3 you condemn your Father and your Mortteer, (whoſe incomparable virtue, 
and piety and devotion hath placd her in; Heaven) for having ImpiouſlyEdiicated? 
you z ad you deg.are the Church and State, ro Eoth which you owe Reverenesand? 
SubjeCtion, to be 1a. your Judgmear Ahtichfiſtian :' You bring (irreparable diſhofioury: 
ſcandal and prejudice to the Duke your Husband, ro whom' you ought t6!pay: all: 
imaginable Duty, and whom I preſume is 'much more precious to you then your own 
Life ; and all poſſible ruine ro your Children, of whoſe company and converſatioh'yoir 
muſt look to be geprived, for Gad forhid that after ſuch an Apoſtafie, you ſhould have- 
any power in, Educzricn of your, Children, "You, have many Enemies,” whom you 
herein would abundantly grat:3e z, and forhe Friends, whom you will thereby (atileaſt 
as far as in. you lies) perſcttly deſtroy ; and atflict many bebiers who have deſerved' 
well oi you. | | | N 2D.iv7 
b Tha you are not inclined to any part of this miſchief,: and therefore offer-thoſe' 
Confiderarions, as all thoſe particulars would be the infallible Conſequenee of: ſuchw. 
Concluſion. -Ir is to me the ſaddeſt circumftance of my Baniſhmenr, rhat'1'may' nor: 
be admitted, in ſuch a ſeaſon as this, to confer with you ; when I am confident I could 
ſatisfie you in all your Doubts, and make it appear to you, that there are many 
Abſprdir ies in 3 aces SEEN: inconſiſtent with your Judgment and' Underfſtand- 
ing, and many-lmpieries inconfiſtent wirt your Conſcience #46 thar- before you car 
ſabtnireoxtic Obligations of Faith, you mi. diveſt your ſelf of your Nacuial Reaton; 
and ke 1 and captivate the diftares of your'own Conſcience, to'the' Impo-i 
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firions of an Authority which hath nor ahy pretence tooblige'or: adviſe you: 'If you 
will noxwith freedom communicate the Doubts which'oceur to you, to rhoſe near 
you, of whoſe Learning and Fiery you baye had much Tapia; 1 196 Oonklle ore 
ro impart themro me, and to-expect my arſwer before 
Jab: . tos ; 


Youfutfer them to prevailover 
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